Today in the city of David there
has been born for you a Savior,
who is Christ the Lord.

The Nativity of the Lord - December 25, 2016
The Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked,
"Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?
We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him."
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In the dark winter sky appears the wandering star which would come to rest over Bethlehem, the City of David. Two other wanderers also made their way to Bethlehem in the
night: a carpenter named Joseph, and his pregnant wife Mary. Darker than the night
around them was the human darkness which they encountered: doors of inns and doors of
human hearts were closed to the homeless couple in need. As a result, the Divine Child about to be born received
no hospitality except that of a dark cave, and lowly animals provided the only warmth – warmth which cold and
hardened human hearts had refused. It was in the dark cave that the impossible happened: a virgin became a
mother, and the God of heaven came into the world as a fragile Child.
When the Boy Jesus was born, the darkness of the cave was overcome: as the Nicene Creed tells us, He Himself
is “Light from Light, true God from true God”. How appropriate that the coming of Jesus, Who is the Light of the
World, should be proclaimed in the heavens by a brilliant star! Not only did the star shed its light upon the darkened earth, but it also led the Magi to look beyond the dim light of their astrology, allowing themselves to be led
to the Child Who Himself is the Light beyond all human understanding.
In the Baby, they found not only the goal of their search, but the fulfillment of their hearts’ desire. Not all are as
wise as the Magi, however. Darker than the winter night, darker than the cave is the darkness brought into the
world by human beings who flee the light. Greater than the pangs of birth is the pain of those who suffer injustice
at the hands of those who, like Herod, ruthlessly grab for power and control. Colder than the
winter’s night are
the hearts of those who act like the innkeepers of Bethlehem: thinking only of themselves, they selfishly enrich
themselves while depriving others of what
is needed for life.
Christmas reminds us that the Savior has come into the world and so we have hope. The truth of Christmas continues to motivate believers to action. The Feast reminds us that like Mary and Joseph who were
entrusted
with the care of the infant Jesus, so we are entrusted with the Gospel. The message of “God with us”, that
brought new life to us, is now to be brought to the least, the lost, and the lonely. We who have been evangelized
are now called to evangelize both in word and action.
The story of the obedience of the young virgin, Mary, conceiving a child by the Holy Spirit, and then giving birth in
a small middle-eastern town, Bethlehem, stirs the hearts of believers around the world. The simplicity of the story
and the circumstances surrounding the Messiah’s birth give emphasis to the profound truth that heaven and
earth are united and God has come among His people. The Church, like Mary, will this season “ponder these
events in her heart.”
Our only response to the Incarnation and the Nativity is worship. We are drawn to join the angels, the
shepherds and the wise men to come in our hearts to Bethlehem and worship the newborn King.
May the Infant of Bethlehem raise His hands over you and bless you. May the goodness and kindness of
the Christ Child fill your souls with new-born love and joy now and in the New Year.

Father Christopher Bennett, Pastor
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Christ and Christmas

e can not experience Christ today as he was in history. Unlike his mother, we can not
cuddle him in Bethlehem! Unlike the Samaritan woman, He can not slake his thirst
with a cup of well water; unlike the afflicted woman in the crowd, we can not touch
the hem of his cloak seeking a cure; unlike Mary at Bethany, we can not sit in rapture
at his feet; unlike John we can not stand near his crucified flesh, unlike the disciples, we can not break
bread with him on the beach or can we? It is the same Christ who lives here today among us, who speaks
to you with his consoling word, who links you all together with his love, who in a Few minutes Hill
touch your flesh in a unique fashion with his humanness. Christ is born in the faith of the Christian
people today. He is fed through their charity, he heals through their compassionate hands, he enraptures
through their example of commitment, he suffers through their negligence of others, and he celebrates
through their communicative hope and joy. It remains our task today to communicate a message of great
joy - a child is born, he is Christ, the Lord. And because he has been born in Bethlehem of Jude, life
will always be stronger than death, light stronger than darkness, good stronger than evil, love stronger
than hate, laughter stranger than tears, Easter stronger than Good Friday. May the Prince of peace bless
each of you, and grant you joy of his Christmas.
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Christmas Is for Healing

oving you, of course I am not at all interested in how much money you are spending on Christmas gifts this year but rather, what effort you make to make Christ a vital part of your life.
Christ came to touch lives—to break bread to heal hurt—to forgive sins to wash feet—to calm
seas to walk on water—to give us the Spirit and to care immensely Yes, to care enough to be
born in our Bethlehem to live in our land, and weep over our cities and die and rise again. So now it's
Christmas is and I am not sure what part of you is hurting or where you need to feel God's saving power
but with everything in me I believe that Christmas is for healing And he came to heal. So if you can
trust Jesus enough to walk out on the waters of getting involved, of washing feet and anointing people,
of breaking bread and working miracles, I am almost sure his
saving presence will touch those blind
and crippled parts of your life and Christmas will come to you. More than anything else I want to give
you Christmas this year It's a gift, an offer You can take it if you like but I can't really give it to you like a
wrapped up package. It is deeper than that, It is warmer, brighter, holier. It is more personal. Christmas is
more challenging than a wrapped up package. It is an offering It is a mystery It is a birth It is hope
It is Christmas and God can never be born enough. This offer will not be canceled in case of Snow!

The parish office will be closed
for Christmas starting Friday
December 23rd and re-open on
Monday January 2nd. Have a
safe and healthy holiday. We
wish you and your family a
blessed New Year.

Social Justice
Today we celebrate the birth of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. As
the Gospel readings and tradition tells us, He was born into a
working class family. If today, Joseph might well have been a
member of the carpenters union, with Jesus, before his ministry,
as an apprentice: the entry of God made Man into the environment of us, the "common folk". Throughout his ministry, Jesus
focused on the needs of the poor, the disadvantaged, the excluded: a "bottom-up" rather than a "top-down" view of a loving,
inclusive, just society.
How might this be relevant in the 21st Century? One prime example is what Pope Francis wrote about in his Encyclical Letter,
"On Care of Our Common Home." (23): "Humanity is called to
recognize the need for changes of lifestyle, production and consumption, in order to combat this warming or at least the human
causes which produce or aggravate it." Further, (48): " - - the
deterioration of the environment and of society affects the most
vulnerable people on the planet:" Additionally, (82): "When
nature is viewed solely as a source of profit and gain, this has
serious consequences for society. This vision of "might is right"
has engendered immense inequality, injustice and acts of violence against the majority of humanity, since resources end up
in the hands of the first comer and most powerful:" A final note,
(217):It must be said that some committed and prayerful Christians, with the excuse of realism and pragmatism, tend to ridicule expressions of concern for the environment. Others are
passive, they choose not to change their habits and thus become
inconsistent. So what they all need is an 'ecological conversion',
whereby the effects of their encounter with Jesus Christ become
evident in their relationship with the world around them. Living
our vocation to be protectors of God's handiwork is essential to
a life of virtue; it is not an optional or a secondary aspect of our
Christian experience.
What is the commitment of our government regarding the salvation of our environment for our children, grandchildren and
future generations? Jesus' birth ought to be a commemoration of
Hope.
Any Comment and input please contact:
Doug Harper
socialjustice@stchrissj.org

ANNUAL MEMORIAL MASS
A special Mass of Remembrance for all our loved
ones who died in 2016, will be held on Wednesday,
January 25 at 7:00pm. If your loved one passed
away in 2016, whether or not they were a parishioner here, you are invited to attend. If you would like
them included in the photo presentation during
Mass, please submit a photo of them as soon as possible. Include the name of the deceased, the name &
address of the person the photo should be returned
to. You may mail or drop off to Loretta Pfaff, Msgr.
Allen Center 2278 Booksin Ave., SJ 95125 or by
email to: loretta.pfaff@stchrissj.org. All parishioners, family and friends are invited to join in this special commemoration of our deceased loved ones.
There will be a light reception following the Mass
sponsored by St. Christopher Grief Ministry. Questions, call Loretta, 264-5114.
Next Children’s Choir
The next date for the Children’s Choir toth sing at the
9:30am Mass will be Sunday, January 8 . Rehearsal
will take place on Sunday before Mass at 8:15am in
the Marian Rm of Msgr. Allen Center. If your child
would like to join, please bring them to the rehearsal
or email Loretta at
loretta.apfaff@stchrissj.org.

Confirmation: The next Confirmation sessions will
be on Thursday, January 12th and Thursday, February 2nd at 7-8:30 pm in Walsh Hall. Contact Chris
Miller at cmiller@dsj.org or 408-395-7949 for additional information.
Youth Group: All high school aged students and
their friends are welcome to attend Sunday evening youth group sessions in Walsh Hall from 7:008:30pm. As always, dinner is provided, and topics
relevant to teenagers will be presented/
discussed. The full youth ministry schedule can be
found on the parish website. Sessions in January
include: January 8 and January 22nd.
Young Adults: St. Christopher Young Adults are a
group of parishioners ages 18 to 39, single and married, who are connected by our Catholic faith and
who actively participate in the life of the Church.
Our mission is to “continue lifelong learning in a
Catholic environment through spiritual growth, reflection, and service as we strengthen our relation
with God though each other, our faith, and our community.” Please contact youth and young adult ministry coordinator Chris Miller at 408-395-7949
or cmiller@dsj.org for more information.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS
(408) 264-8764
Religious Education Office Hours:
Office hours- Mon.–Thurs.
8:30-a.m.-Noon and 1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.
From the Religious Education Office Staff of St.
Christopher Parish: We wish all of the parish families who have children enrolled in our various Rel.
Ed. programs a Blessed Christmas and a Happy New
Year. We give thanks for your continued support
with the religious formation of your children.
The Rel. Ed. Officethwill be closed forrdChristmas
break from Dec. 14th through Jan. 3 ; we will reopen on January 4 .
Religious Education Programs: The Tuesday pr ogram will resume on January 10, 2017. The Sunday
program will resume on January 15, 2017. Liturgy of
the Word: Litur gy of the Wor d will r esume on
January 8, 2017.
Junior High Program: Chr istmas br eak for this
program will be from Dec. 18th through
Jan. 15th.
nd
This program will resume on Jan. 22 .

Ladies’ Guild & Holy Name
All women and men of the parish are welcome to
join the St. Christopher Parish Ladies'
Guild and Holy Name Society.
The primary purpose of our organizations is to build
and strengthen the St. Christopher community by
hosting fundraisers and community events throughout the year. Our joint efforts fund St. Christopher’s
school sports programs, parish and school technology and building upgrades, tuition assistance and numerous other local charities. Events such as the St.
Christopher Festival, Benefit Auction, Antique Show
and Western Welcome provide many opportunities
to get involved. For more information about Ladies’
Guild, please visit www.stchrisladiesguild.org or
email membership@stchrisladiesguild.org or call
Kelly Miller at (310) 739-6248. For more information about Holy Name Society, please email Paul
Borelli at pab_norcal@yahoo.com
Announcing the 2017
St. Christopher Antique Show
Planning is now in full swing for the 2017 St. Christopher Antique Show, which will be held January
27 – 29, 2017. This popular parish tradition - which
benefits the parish and school, as well as many local
charities - would not be made possible without your
generous support, including sponsorships. For more
information on how you can help sponsor the
event, please visit the show web site
at www.stchrisladiesguild.org/antique-show. No
amount is too small! On behalf of the Ladies Guild,
thank you in advance for your contributions.

A big Thank you, to all who helped with our
Adopt a Family Program. On Saturday, we
distributed, Presents and Gift Cards to over
250 Children and Food Baskets to their families. It is only with your help, that we are
able to give so generously. Thank you, and
may your family have a Merry Christmas and
Blessed New Year.
Thank you ,
Nancy Melander
Outreach Director

Applications are available online or in the
school of ice. Submit applications by –
January 10, 2017 www.StChris.us
School of ice 408-723-7223
Alum, Current Students and their Families
Mark your calendars!
Sunday, January 29th at 9:30am Mass
The Alumni Mass will take place to kick off Catholic
Schools week.
All Alums are invited to gather in the back of the
church and proceed in with Fr. Chris. We will
proudly acknowledge a prominent St. Christopher
Alumna(us). All of our current students are encouraged to attend this special Mass in their uniforms.
As a think you, we will award them free dress at
school the following Monday.
Over 50’s Club
Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!
Our membership meeting and luncheon is on
Friday, Jan.13th at 11:30 am. The gates open at
11:00 for parking. Lunch will be catered by
Zanotto's. It will include a 1/2 turkey sandwich,
salad, dessert and water. Coffee will be provided
by the club. The cost is $7.00. Please make checks
payable to Over 50's club. Payment must be in
Lore's hands by Jan.6th, no exceptions. Mail
checks to Lore at Lore McCoy 1311 Vierra Ct.
S.J. Ca. 95125 We will play Bingo following
lunch.
Our Day of Recollection is Monday, January 16th
in Walsh Hall. School is not in session on this
day, so gates will be open and there will be plenty
of parking. We begin at 9:00am and adjourn at
2:30 with Mass included. Coffee, tea and snacks
will be provided. Please bring your own lunch
Our speaker will be Father Chris Bennett. Come
and join us for a faith-filled day. Open to all
parishioners and their guests. Please call
Jo Bertaccini @ 266-7364 to secure a place.

Please Pray for us!!!

Pray for the ill in our Parish
Gerry Thompson
Irma Reilly
Chuck Hart
Bill Percy
Roz LeFevre
Christine Silva
Janet DeMattei
Jerry Brickley
Robert D. Holman
Margaret Server

Marcus Espinoza,
Cornell Wade,
Marty Rattay,
Roy LeFevre,
Martha & Charles
Gregersen,
Dave Oliverio,
Margret Gaffaney,
Al & Jean Trznadel,
Lena Iaconis

We continue to pray for all the
men and women serving our
country in this time of war:
Alex Ngo, Tim McCullough, Joey Bellomo, Nick
Badagliacco, Matthew Ward, Angelo Totanes,
Ciro LoBono, Tyler Hammerness, Branden Alwine, Greg Cook, Connor McDonald, Christian
Dietz, Connor Quinn, Adam Christopher
Madewell, Richard Stayskal, Larry Chartier, Andrew Morgan, Derek Carroll, Allen Ellerbee,
Obadihah Petteway, Eric Gentrup, Michael Arnone, David Wells, Ryan Trapani, Rafi Miranda,
Spencer Fishman, Ryan A. Johnson, David
Ryan, Benjamin Owens-Filice, Christopher
Healy, and Christine Doudell
Interested in connecting with moms in the St. Chris
community? The St. Christopher’s Moms Group
(SCMG) provides parents of children from birth
through age five with support, friendship, and community. The SCMG offers a variety of activities and
playdates for all types of moms and interests. For
more information, or to become a member, email
Aubrey Amatelli at
stchristophermomgroup@gmail.com.
The SCMG is excited to host fun holiday parties this
season! For details on the party or to join the SCMG,
email us at stchristophermomgroup@gmail.com.
The Christopher Ministry provides meals to parishioners during times of temporary crisis or hardship.
If you or a fellow parishioner needs the help of the
Christophers’, please contact the Ministry Chairpersons. Also, please consider becoming a Christopher
and helping provide this important and comforting
service to members within the community.
Thank you in advance for your support.
Caroline Begg
Jennifer Webb
(408) 267-7820
(408) 476-9006
fcgardhouse@yahoo.com jenywebb@yahoo.com

CHRISTMAS ALTAR & FLOWER FUND
To share in decorating the altar for Christmas, you
may donate to the Christmas Altar and Flower Fund
in memory of a loved one or as a sign of praise and
worship. Special envelopes are available in the vestibule of the Church or you may use a plain envelope. Enclose the names of those you would like
remembered with your donation and either drop in
the collection basket or at the Parish Office.
CHRISTMAS FLOWER OFFERING
IN MEMORY OF:
Sarah Carolyn DeCarli, Don DeCarli, Steven
DeCarli, Bernice DeCarli, Ed & Agnes Wallace,
MaryAnn Wallace, Donald Wallace, Karen Wallace,
Helen Blackford, Danny Blackford, Eva
Hazen, Eleanor Agulara, Eleanor Alexander, James
& Patricia Murphy, The Salvador Torras Family,
Carrigan Family, Cecilia & Jose Goyeneche, Rev.
Deacon Sal Alvarez, Eva Moses, Mobeck Family
loved ones, Anna & Anthony Barcelona, Michael
Kiley, Ernie & Esther Santos, Michael Hausler,
Vilma Collins, Anita & Pedro Roa, Anthony Motta,
Anthony & Mary Laura, Sam & Jennie Pedone,
Vito Fabrizio, Daniel B. Healy, Sarah Martin,
Shugar, Anna & Timothy J. Healy, Lena & Charles
Cisi, Maria Jesus Herrera, Salome Cadena, Antonin
Gregory Scalia, Gabriel H. Cadena, Guadalupe
Ornelas Cadena, Dionicia Ornelas, Sotero Ornelas,
Nicholas Cadena, Bill & Loretta Bunce, Paul &
Mary Sue Simon, John, Lena, Jim & Vernon Hickey, David Muller, Renate Duran, Carlos Duran,
Otto & Wilma Sorensen, Eugene Olszewski, Dean
Olszewski, Richard Olszewski, Juan Miguel Chan,
Larry Glenn, Patricia Jones-Strout, James Moran
Jones, Florence Barker Jones, Fernando & Elsie Bertaccini, John & Rosaria Pisturino, Sordello & Brawley Families, Margaret Mariga, William C. Rike,
Irene & Joseph Alexandrowicz, Stacey Houghton,
Robert J. Esparza, Larry D. Esparza, John R. Esparza, Marion “Rusty” & Joyce March, Elwood & Josephine Lausten, Louis & Carrie Lausten, Giouseppe
& Lena Zinola, Josephine Emmite, Frank & Rose
Emmite, Ignazio & Giulia Filice, Eva & Eddie Re,
Deceased members of the Levin & Harper Families,
James & Patricia Murphy and Phil Sunseri Sr.

IN REMEMBRANCE
Let us pray for all who have died,
that they may rejoice with the
Risen Lord, especially:
Fiacro Ruiz

919100
St. Christopher
San Jose, CA
(408) 269-2226
Contact: Gayle Blackford
Special Instructions:

